
The National Stream Internet

BIGDATA = BIG Possibilities

what we could be getting 

An AnalyticalInfrastructure for Stream Data



A network of people, databases, digital information systems & 
analytical techniques that interact synergistically to create & 
communicate massive amounts of information efficiently

People on landscapes 
collecting data using 
standard protocols

Open access, 
comprehensive  
databases

Analysis & new 
information
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Nationally consistent stream network geodatabase

Component #1: National Hydrography Dataset

All 5,500,000 
stream kilometers
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Component #2:4ÈÅ Ȱ0,53ȱ ÐÁÒÔ ÏÆ 
NHDPlus(Stream Reach Descriptors)
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Databases of stream 

reach descriptors
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Component #3:Mountains of Data Exist for 
Information Creation

Water 
Quality

Temperature Discharge ɀUSGS NWIS

Species 
distributions

Genetic 
Samples


