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Water Rights- Problem/Procedure/Solution
Å In January 2015 we completed a three year USGS funded project to map ²ŀǎƘƛƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ Surface 

Water Diversions and State managed Dams.
Å The Water Resources Program and the Information Technology Services Office worked together to 
ƳŀǇ отΣллл ²ŀǘŜǊ wƛƎƘǘΩǎ tƻƛƴǘǎ ƻŦ 5ƛǾŜǊǎƛƻƴ ŀǎ ŜǾŜƴǘǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ IȅŘǊƻƎǊŀǇƘȅ 5ŀǘŀǎŜǘ 
(NHD).

Å The largest of these diversions are currently being uploaded as point events to the 
NHDPointEventFCin The National Map.
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Å USGS HEM (Hydro Event Management) Software
Å Extract source point data from GWIS 
Å Point to NHDFlowline State data 
Å

Å Snap in 25 foot increments (keep dist as attribute)

Å Join new snapped POD table by reachcode
Å Compare GNIS name with source name

Å Manually check 
Å Diversions with no name match
Å Diversions > 1000 feet away
Å All lake diversions (artificial path issues)

Å Problems (springs)
Å Lots of research (50% needed manual check)

ÅWater Rights Legal Documentation
Å Aerial Imagery
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